“The Necklace” Characterization

There are two ways in which an author creates characterization (the act of creating or developing a character) of a character. 

1. Direct Characterization – the author tells you flat out what the character is like.


Ex: Robert is cold-hearted

2. Indirect Characterization – the author uses methods that make the reader deduce what the character is like from hints in the text.

a. Appearance – what they wear, look like, and how they are groomed.

b. Speech – what they say, what language they use, how the character talks, speech patterns, and other characters’ reaction to the character’s speech

c. Thought and feelings – what the character thinks about and feels in circumstances

d. Effect on others – How do others act and react towards the character? What do they say about the character?


e. Actions – what does the character do? How do they behave? How do they treat others? 

EX: Doodle tells fantastic stories to his mother therefore we can conclude that Doodle is imaginative. 

Fill in the chart below for the characters of “The Necklace.” 
	Character’s Name 
	Direct quotation / concrete detail
	Page
	What the quotation or detail teaches you about the character? 

(character trait) 
	Type of 

Characterization
(indirect/direct)
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	Madame Forestier


	“Take your pick my dear.”

	
	This quote shows Madame Forestier is generous. 
	Indirect 

	
	She was the prettiest woman there.

	
	This detail shows that Madame Forestier is a beautiful woman.
	Direct

	
	“Oh my poor, poor Mathilde! Mine was false. It was worth five hundred francs at the most!”
	
	This quote shows that she is sympathetic.
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Monsieur Loisel


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


